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4; Q<-3- ME 


/ PRoTEsTANT DisSENT- 
ING CONGREGATION, 
aſſemblins in Hanover- 
Square, Newcaſtle upon 


very worthy, and much eſteemed Friends, | 
T is with great pleaſure 
I embrace this oppor- 
tunity of publicly ac- 
5 knowledging the many fa- 
yu vors You have conferred 
5 me, and of expreſſing 
the 


1 
the grateful ſenſe I have of 
your friendſhip and gene- 
roſity. To be eſteemed, 
reſpected, and favourably 
heard by his people, ought 
to be matter of the high- 
eſt ſatisfaction to a mini- 
{ter; and a powerful incite- 
ment to unremitting dili- 
gence and application in 


diſcharging the duties of 


his office: this ſatisfaction 
I do enjoy; and I hope it 
ſhall ever have a proper in- 
fluence upon me. I deem 
it one of the happieſt cir- 
cumſtances of my lite, that 
my 


CI 
my lot is caſt amongſt a 
people who allow and en- 
courage me to think and 
ſpeak freely ; ; who diſavow 
all narrow principles; and 
who hear, with patience 
and candour, what may be 
urged in defence of any 
doctrine, however unpopu- 
lar. The reflection, that I 
had to do with perſons of 
generous ſentiments; who 
{corn captiouſly to cavil, 
and abhor the vile arts of 
calumny and detraction, 
(the pernicious engines of 
Officious purblind bigots) ; 
; has, 


LJ 


has, many a time, revived 
my ſpirits, quickened me 
in my ſtudies, and inſpi- 
red me with a confidence, 
to which the embarraſſed 
dupes of arrogant ſy{tema- 


tical cenſures muſt always 


remain utter ſtrangers. 
Your peaceableneſs and ca- 
tholiciſm, at the ſame time 
that they reflect honor up- 
on you, and upon Chriſtia- 
nity in general, have been 
the cauſe of much comfort, 
and of the ſincereſt plea- 
ſure, to your miniſters. 
Carefully maintain and 

che- 


1 
| cheriſh this excellent and 
amiable temper: ſteadily 
and reſolutely purſue the 
ſame honourable methods. 
I he firm perſuaſion I have 
that you will do this, is 
no ſmall encouragement. 
With a perfect and pleaſing 
aſſurance I confide in your 
experienced ingenuity and 
goodneſs; not doubting 
but all your proceedings 
will be under the conduct 
of prudence and charity. 
Io ſerve you in your beſt 
intereſts; to contribute to 
your improvement in know- 


ledge 


| FEI 
ledge and judgment; ani- 
mate you in your Chril- 
tian courſe; and aſſiſt you 
in preparing for the day 
of Chriſt; is the ſincere 
deſire, and chief aim, of 


Tour greatly obliged, | 


ectionale Friend, 


N 


And very a 
Vo 8 


NT WSASs r I , S LOWTHION. 


Sept, 2253 1760. 
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H. T 1 N. . 7, 8. 


have fought a good fight, I have finiſhed my 
courſe, I have kept the faith, Hencefirth 
there is laid up for me a crown of righteouſ= 
neſs, which the Lord, the righteous judge, 
ſhall give me at that day: and not to me only, 
but unto all them alſo that love his appear- 


7 1g. 


* »— "— 


| HE ſolemn declarations of ſenſible 

and pious perſons demand, at all 

times, our attentive and ſerious. con- 
ſideration ; but more eſpecially thoſe which 
they make under the apprehenſion of being 
juſt about to undergo that awful and import» 
ant change which muſt paſs upon them by 
death. In ſuch circumſtances, (if bodily diſ- 
order does not hinder) the mind is more recol+ 
lected, and impreſſed with more juſt and live- 
ly notions of things, than when occupied a- 


diſſipating pleaſures of this tranſitory and un- 
certain life; all falſe” appearances vanith ; 
and the judgment. forms a true eſtimatei 


bout the diſtracting cares, or the deluſiye and 


Si B Thus 745%; 
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(30-1 
Thus ſituated, our virtuous friends can empha- i 
tically declare how unſatisfying and vain all 
temporal enjoyments are, when compared 
with the teſtimony of a good conſcience, and 
the reviving hopes of a glorious and happy 
immortality. In ſuch declarations, there is. 
ſomething peculiarly affecting: they move be- 
yond the moſt pathetic eloquence ; and make iſ 
deeper and more laſting impreſſions than the 
molt accurate and ſpirited diſcourſe, delivered 
by one in perfet health. To hear a man, 
who is upon the point of bidding a final a 
to a preſent ſtate, to all its concerns and con- 
nections, profeſſing his ſtedfaſt truſt in God's 
promiſſes, and triumphing in the proſpect of 
future felicity, is enough, one would think, 
to encourage the moſt. diffident, quicken the 
moſt languid, and filence and convince the 
moſt obſtinate. We, therefore, act a com- 
mendable and a prudent part in treaſuring up 
ſuch declarations in our memories, and making 
them the frequent topics of deliberate medi- 
tation. 


A RE MAR RAB L E one, of this na- 
ture, we have in the text. Paul was pri- 
ſoner 


pha- 
al 8 
red 'Þ 
and 


PPY for, after having charged his beloved fon 


wi Timothy to be indefatigably diligent and in- 

flexibly faithful in his office, as an Evangeliſt ; 
he informs him, v. 6. that he was ready to be 
Ws offered, and the time of his departure was at 


a $ hand : but, leſt this ſhould any way diſcourage 


e is 


ake 
the 
red 
jan, 
lieu 
on- 
2d's 
t of 
nk, 
the 
the 
m- 
up 
ing 
edi- 
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(33-2) 
loner at Rome, when he wrote this epiſtle; 


and fully perſuaded that he would ſhortly fall 
a ſacrifice to that cruel and diabolical ſpirit of 


| 4 perſecution, which then raged ſo furiouſly: 


him, he gives him to underſtand, that he was 
perfectly reſigned and eaſy; and ſo far from 


W repenting of having embarked in the cauſe of 
1 8 Chriſtianity, or being alarmed at the proſpect 


Bof what, he was confident, would ſhortly be- 
1 fall him; that, on the contrary, the reflection 


Jupon the part he had ated afforded him the 
WT orcateſt conſolation ; and the aſſurance he had 
Jof being honourably rewarded by the righte- 

cus judge at laſt, was more than ſufficient to | 

15 Llupport bim under all the. erh which che Y 
nmoſt tyrannical and unrelenting cruelty could 
inflict:— I have fought a good fight, 1 have 
8 :i/ped my courſe, I have kept the faith. Hence- 
il there is laid up for me a crown rigbte- 
5 0 we, which the Lord, the righteous judge, 


ſhall 


* 


4 


( 12 ) 
ſhall give me at that day: and not to me only, 


but unto all them alſo that love his appearing. . 
In farther diſcourſing upon which words, I 1 


ſhall endeavour ; 


I.... To explain the ſeveral expreſſions the 


apoſtle here makes uſe of; and conſider 
what they include, as having a reference 
to him, to ſucceeding miniſters of the 
Goſpel, and to Chriſtians in general, 


II.. . To ſhow upon what foundation 


"i crreſſionth ade uſe of; and conſi- A 
der what they ! = 
in reference to 


ſters, and to Chrift 


they, who thus acquit themſelves, may 
hope to be recompenſed hereafter ; and 
what influence this ſhould have upon us 
4 ky far g | 


Fre 1 amine, a little, the ſeve- 


* 
2 = 
- a 


be ſuppoſed to include, 


Apoſtle, to ordinary mini- 
m general. - 


NoNE' cd be 1000 — 7 have read them 


with any tolerable attehfion and judgment, 
that, in Paul's epiſtles, thoſe public games 
and conteſts which were then ſo famous, and 


which 


g 9 pa 


4 6 
hich drew together ſuch vaſt multitudes of 
ple, from different parts of the world, 
e frequently alluded to; and from them 


* 


| Y guments and motives drawn to aſſiduity, pa- 


nce, and perſeverance, in our Chriſtian 
ö purſe : and to theſe, no doubt, he alludes, i in 


is expreſſion ; 
= 0 


have been the labors, and dangers, and 
W ſufferings I have undergone, fince I com- 
menced an apoſtle of Jeſus Chriſt; much 
W oppoſition and unkind uſage I have met 
with, in the proſecution of that ſcheme in 
which 1 have been engaged: but none of 


zeal for the glory of God, nor my bene- 
volent concern for the good of men: with 


maintaining the doctrines of the goſpel.“ 


ear the account which he gives of himſelf, 
hen comparing his own conduct and cha- 


Wacter with thoſe of ſome vain competitors : 


en 


— —_—_—_ 
* — — 


I HAVE gh a good fight. q. d.“ Many 


# theſe things have been able to abate my 
a ſteady reſolution, and an increaſing ar- 


dor, I have gone on publiſhing and 


1: labors more abundant, in ſtripes above 2 Cor. xl 
7 mares in Prien more frequent, in deaths © 


&& _. 


— — 8 ** 2 
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and aſſiſt others to do the ſame. Now, 


often, Thrice was] beaten with rods, once | 3 
was I ſtoned, thrice T ſuffered ſhipwreck ; a * 
night and a day I have been in the deep: In q 
journeying often, in perils of waters, in perils W"'? 
of robbers, in perils by mine own ' countrymen, i 1 = 
in perils by the heathen, in perils in the city, in 
perils in the wilderneſs, in perils in the ſea, | 
in perils among falſe brethren z In wearineſs . 
aud painfulnefs, in watchings often, in hunger 
and thirſt, in faſtings often, in cold and naked- 
neſs. Conſidering theſe things, (and many 
more might be enumerated) with what pro- 
priety might he ſay, when he came to the 
cloſe of life and reflected upon his perſevering 
firmnels, I have fought a good fight? He en- 
gaged in the conflict with the moſt generous 
views ; viz. to make men wiſe and good; to 
tyrn them from idols unto the living and true 
God; and from their iniquities to the practice 
of genuine piety and virtue. He had ngo 
ſelfiſh, no ambitious aims, in what he did: 
his deſiga was not to gain himſelf a name, 
but to befriend mankind in their moſt im- 
portant intereſts ; not to hurt any, but to da 
good to all: not only to come off victorious, 
and gain a crown for himſelf ; but to excite 


1 


c 


Be: 


=_ 
- : by 
, #28 


. 5 
4 an 


nge No vw, though we have not the ſame dif- 


„ a 5 Ecultics to encounter; though we have no 
1 wp to apprehend that bonds and afflictions 
ait us, on account of our religious profef- 
F on; yet we are continually meeting with 
Jomething or other which puts our virtue to 


he trial, and calls upon us to exert ourſelyes 


herils © 


Few 4 F ith reſolution and vigor. Though, as i- 
= Þ:i/ters of the Goſpel, we need not fear having 
268 ny penalties inflicted upon us by the civil 


N Wmagiſtrate ; yet are we ſometimes inſulted by 


ai the wit of the licentious, and frequently teazed 
he {With the cavils of the captious. Though we 
5 have not idolatry to overthrow, and the Chrif- 
en. {tian religion to plant in its room ; yet we have, 
rous frequently, ſtrong prejudices to remove, and 
to keen paſſions to conflict with: and we have, 
5 ſometimes, the mortification to find, that men 
tics ¶ become our enemies, becauſe we tell them the 
no truth. Though men, in general, do not want 
2 so be convinced of the truth of Chriſtianity; 
me, Met is it no eaſy matter ſo to lay before them 
im. the evidence upon which it reſts, as that their 
da faith ſhall ſtand, not in the wiſdom of men, 
| 1 nor an indolent acquieſcence in current and 
cite eſtabliſned notions; but in a clear diſcernment 


Ow, 8 of 


as of a divine original. Though we have 


1:48 


of its excellence, and a doo). aſſent te it, 


Ly; 
|; 
great reaſon to be thankful to the candid and 
judicious for that indulgence which they ge- ” ſu 
nerouſly grant us; yet are we under a neceſity 4 m 
of walking with ſpecial cireumſpection, leſt 10 2 vz 
the weak ſhould take offence, and the mini- p ar 
ſtry be blamed. In ſhort; all are to have 
their meat in due ſcaſon; the ignorant are fo to 
be inſtructed, the diffident encouraged, the WM ſe 
weak ſupported, the perverſe meekly born fa 
ſe 
{h 


with, and all exhorted and aſſiſted continually i 

to improve: ſo that miniſters, in particular, i ſh 
are ſtill called upon to the exercife of forti- re 
tude and patience, to cloſe application, and af 
unremitting aſſiduity. And, univerſally, every ar 


ſtation and circumſtance of life calls upon us le 
to the performance of ſome correſponding pt 
duty. Are we favoured with an affluence of h 


the good things of this life? then ought we a 
to guard againſt indulging to uſeleſs pomp and WF ® 
pernicious luxury, beware of giving way to an KP 


atheiſtical ſecurity, and perpetually cautious WM t 


leſt the proſperity of fools ſhould deſtroy us; Cl 
and not only ſo, but employ our ſuperfluous { 


wealth in acts of beneficence and mercy, in 


{up- 


| TT M0 1 
by ſupplying the indigent, relieving the diſtreſled, 
o it, by ſuccouring and comforting the afflicted: or, 
have 5 are we poor and needy? then ſhould we be 
| and xeſolutely honeſt, patiently induſtrious, and 
ge- 4 ſubmiſſively content with our mica ; not 
ſity 2 making. uſe of any indirect practices, not en- 
leſt 4 vying, nor unrighteouſly diſturbing thoſe who 
nini- are above us. Are we in the enjoyment of 
have health and ſtrength? then ought we gratefully 


e fo to remember our creator, and be active in his 
the 4 ſervice; and not thoughtleſly put the evil day 
Dorn 4 far from us, nor imprudently give up our- 
ally I ſelves to purſuits and pleaſures, of which we 
ular, W ſhall, afterwards, have reaſon grievouſly to 
orti- W repent: or, are we viſited with ſickneſs and 
and W afflition? then ſhould we ſhow the reality 


very and efficacy of our faith, by humbly acknow- 
1 us F ledging the wiſdom and goodneſs of God's 
ling MF providence, and piouſly reſigning ourſelves to | 
e of his will and diſpoſal. Are we in ſuch ſtations 
- we as devolve upon us any degree of power and 
and authority? then is it our duty to check op- 
> an WM prefſors, and redreſs the injured ; to reſtrain 


ous the licentious, and vindicate the modeſt ; to 
us; command with mildneſs; to injoin with rea- 
ous ſon; and correct with lenity: or, are we in 

in 1 18885 3 an 


| ä cir — — — 
. ²˙ imm ̃ͤ öl! EE; 4 <eet - 


21 
1 


- * 


— — — ſ — 


36 0 
an inferior ſituation ? then are we called upon 
to yield a chearful obedience to all equitable 


and lawful commands ; to diſcourage and ſup- L 
preſs, in ourſelves and others, all turbulent 


not only for wrath, but alſo for conſcience 
fake. Finally; are we in the vigor and prime 
of life? then ſhould we ſtudiouſly preſerve a 
calmneſs and ſobriety of temper ; carefully 
reſiſt all ſollicitations to ſenſual pleaſure ; and 
ſteadily oppoſe the impulſes of appetite and 
paſſion: or, are our days upon the decline, 
and the decays of nature and the infirmities 
of old age come upon us? then ought we in- 
duſtriouſly to ſuppreſs all murmuring and fret- 
fulneſs; continue to aſſert and maintain that 
the Lord is righteous; and labour to bring 
our minds into ſuch a frame as that we may 
quit the things of this world without reluct- 

ance, and die without conſternation. 
 THvus, let our character, our ſtation, or 
circumſtances in ſocial life be what they will, 
we have ſome poſt aſſigned us which we can- 
not deſert, ſome duties reſting upon us which 
we cannot neglect, without being culpable 
| | 0 


upon (- 19 } ; 
uitable "nd criminal. And, to theſe, we may add 
d ſup- ſuch as more immediately relate to ourſelves, 
bulent It is daily and hourly incumbent upon us to 
abject, Keep our hearts, guard our lips, and regulate 
cience pur conduct; to watch againſt every tempta- 
prime tion from without, and the firſt riſing of eve- 
erve a ry diſorderly affection within; to abſtain from 
fully every thing which cannot be enjoyed, and 
and bear any thing which cannot be prevented 
or removed, without infringing upon truth, 
and a good conſcience ; to improve in uſeful 
knowledge ; and labour after ſtill higher de- 
grees of purity and perfection. So that though 
we are not called to the fatigues and dangers 
of journeying ; though we have not eſtabliſh- 
cd ſuperſtition and idolatry to confront ; nor 
the terrors of perſecution to face; yet are 
there many things to be done, and many 
things to be ſuffered by us, in order to our 
finiſhing our Chriſtian warfare with comfort 
and honor. Let us go on, and examine the 
next expreſſion the apoſtle here uſeth ; viz, 


88 "EM 


nities 
e in- 
fret- 
that 
ring 
may 
uct- ij 


1 HAVE finiſhed my courſe. q. d. © Iam 


6 upon the point of arriving at the goal, and 
6 having a final period put to all my toils 
« and 


„ 
&* and troubles ; the courſe aſſigned me is 
«« well-nigh run, and I ſhall ſhortly gain my 
& diſmiſſion. Probably, indeed, he might 
pronounce his courſe finiſhed, as being fully 
convinced that he would not be permitted to 
appear any more publicly in the world; nor 
any more perſonally viſit, inſtru& and edify 1 
the churches, That he did not expect to fall 
a facrifice in a few days, is plain from the 3 | 
21. v. where he deſires Timothy to do all he 
could to be with him before winter; and 
(v. 13.) bring along with him ſome things 
which he had left at Troas. However this 
be, tis plain he conſidered his race as almoſt 
at an end. Not that we are to ſuppoſe this 
enient | apoſtle would negle& improving | 
what time and opportunities might be allowed 
him, to the beſt purpoſes : we cannot ima- 
gine he would grow remiſs in the offices of 
devotion; nor let flip any occaſion of com- 
forting and confirming ſuch as had embraced 
the goſpel: though, moſt likely, he was fo 
_ narrowly watched by his infatuated perſecu- 
tors as to have few ſuch occaſions preſented 
to him. He had, moreover, 'a trying and ati 
e ſcene yet to pals through ; but he 
com- 


3 ) 
me is comforted himſelf with the firm confidence 
in my he had, that as the Lord had hitherto ſtood 


and preaching were not with enticing words 


might with him, and ſtrengthened him; fo he 
fully would continue to deliver him Ache every 
ed to 1 evil work, and preſerve him unto his heaven- 
nor 115 kingdom, v. 17, 18, An expreſſion, ſimi- 
edit þ C. lar to this, we meet with in Chriſt's admirable 
o fall prayer to his father; though he had yet the 
n the ſevereſt ſufferings to undergo: 1 have finiſhed J xvii, 
ll he the work which thou gaveſt me to do. In both * 
and 4 caſes, the expreſſion 1s ſufficiently explained 
hings 4 and juſtified by the nearneſs of their _— 
this The laſt W We © have to examine is; 
moſt 
this WE 7 HAVE kept the a By which, 1 
ing f apprehend; we are to underſtand the apoſtle's 
wed integrity and faithfulneſs, He had kept faith: 
ma- i. e. been upright and honeſt in his high and 
s of i public ſtation T. He had not ſhunned fo declare 4a, xx, 
rn unto men the whole counſel of God, His ſpeech 37+ 
ice 7 ; 


s ſo 9 F man's wiſdom, And, in another place, hex. 85 ii. 
cu- fais; We are not as many, who corrupt the, & Chr. u. 
ted 3 Mey of God: but as of ſincerity, but as of 17. 
an God, in the ſight of God ſpeak we in Chriſt. 

m- + Vide Dr Benſon, in loc. 


p — . 5 


—— r N 


— * 


| : + 4 vi. 20. 


5 | Cal. ii, 
4 4 5 


teſt, againſt all corrupt and adulterate mix- 
tures. To fly and deſigning perſons, who 
Wanted privily to ſpy out the liberty of Chriſ- 
tians, that they might the more ſucceſsfully 5 
proſecute their ſcheme of bringing them into 


an hour ; that the truth of the goſpel might con- 
tinue : and he withſtood Peter himſelf to the 


ing ta the truth of the goſpel. He was ever 12 


( 22 ) 
Nothing but a conſciouſneſs of integrity, and t 
an unfeigned zealous concern for the cauſe of © er 
Chriſtianity, could have dictated ſuch a paſ- "1 
ſage. The noble ſimplicity, and emphatic 3 
energy, which are apparent in it, ſufficiently © 3 5 
evince it to be the language of the heart; p 
and plainly diſtinguiſh it from the guarded ex- 
preſſions of an artful hypocrite, or the flimſy 
flouriſhes of a deluded enthuſiaſt, What he 
enjoined Timothy, he himſelf conſcientiouſly 
practiſed; he kept that which was committed 


to his truſt. With what unwearied diligence 


did he guard, with what an undaunted reſo- 
lution and generous indignation did he pro- 


bondage, he gave place by ſubjection, no not fur 


face, when, through timidity, he gave way to 
diſſimulation, and walked not uprightly, accord» 


ready (as became a man of generous and be- 
| ne- 


\ 


12 


5 
4 evolent ſentiments) to bear with the weak ; 


, and put to all imperious demands, to all arbitrary 
auſe of W.croachments upon that liberty wherewith 
a paſ- brit has made his followers free, he wag 


phatic zn open and a ſtrenuous opponent. He was 
ciently Lonſcientiouſly concerned, not only to pro- 
heart ; | | Pagate the doctrines of the Goſpel, but to 


flimſy 3 purity ; as well knowing they could not, 
nat he without this, have their proper influence and 
iouſly 20 efficacy. And ſubſequent events have fully 
mitted ſhewn how juſtly this concern was founded; 
gence the inventions, doctrines, and commandments 
reſo- of men, ſuperadded to this divine ſyſtem, ha- 


7 ving never failed to corrupt both the faith and 
mix- 4 morals of Chriſtians. If, then, we hope to 
1 13 this expreſſion of the apoſtle, at laſt, 
let us carefully imitate his honeſty now. As 
x 1 let us ſeriouſly reſolve, that we will, 
to the beſt of our judgment, recommend and 


in the ſight of God: that neither hope nor fear 
ſhall tempt us to advance that for Chriſtian 
verity 


Nr 1 en force the genuine doctrines of the goſpel : 

rl L that we will not handle the word of God deceit- 2. Ger. 
the 8 8 /ully; but, renouncing all di Monety and crafli- W. 2. 

y to 29/5, commend ourſelves to every man's conſcience 
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verity which we inwardly diſbelieve ; nor to 
conceal what we apprehend ought to be pub. 9 
licly inculcated: that we will not dote about W | 
queſtions, and ſtrifes of words, whereof comet) f 7 
envyings, ſtrife, railings, evil ſurmiſings, and fl 
perverſe diſputings f men of corrupt minds ; Mb 
but nouriſh up the flock of Chriſt in the 3 2 
words of faith, and the doctrine which is ac- 1 0 


4 | 
18 = 


7a. i. 21. nuous temper, and receive with meekneſs. the 
ingrafted word; let them take heed what they 

Mart iv. hear; and ſcorn to be toſſed to and fro, and care 
E55 bf. iv. ' ried about with every wind of doctrine, by the 
14. ſlight of men, and the cunning craftineſs, where- 
by they lie in wait to deceive: let them judge 

of doctrines, not according to their ſuppoſed 
antiquity or novelty, not according to the 
numbers which eſpouſe them, nor according 
to the temporal advantages or diſadvantages 
which may attend the open profeſſion of 
them; but according to the dictates of ſober 


fealon, and-the Phil declarations of the word 
bs of 


cording to godlineſs ; earneſtly recommend- 4 It 
ing to them rational and fervent piety, univer- Mt 
ſal benevolence, and a ſteady ſelf-govern- Me 
ment. And let thoſe who attend upon our Wi 1 
miniſtry carefully preſerve a candid and inge- W® | 

by 


( 25 ) 


bf God: let them not confine themſelves to 


? 0 — s or the other party, nor ſo inliſt them- 
comet Kabee⸗ under any men as to be denominated 
s, and * rom them; but readily and thankfully em- 
ninds ; brace truth, whereſoever they meet with it, 


0 2 and reſt ſatisfied with the general appellation 
1 of Chriſtians. To conclude this particular: : 
let us all, both miniſters and people, impar- 
* tially a and diligently e. examine what the doctrines 
of Chriſtianity | teach, and what it's precepts 


1 our require ; and by theſe regulate our faith and 
Inge- practice. Let us beware, leſt by any means, 2. yr. 
/s. the ¶ our minds ſhould be corrupted ft om the ſimplicit xi. 3. 


which i is in Chriſt ; and fo, inſtead of follow- 
ing and obey ying him, we meanly and i impru- 


* 1 95 28 175 ourſelves to other * nv and 


TEE 


we are Wg to ei the — we | 
Mall,! like him, be happy at the cloſe of life, 
in the teſtimony of a good conſcience, and 
the joyful proſpect of a glorious and bleſſed 
immortality : which leads us to conſider ; "38h 


II. . Tn E grounds upon which they, 
who thus acquit themſelves, may hope to be 


recompenſed hereafter ; 3 and the influence this 
D hope 


1 


PE” 


„ 
hope ſhould have upon us during our war- 
fare. As to the former of theſe, viz. thjge 
grounds upon which they, who are perſever- 
ingly faithful and diligent, may hope for a 
future recompenſe; a few words may ſuffice: 3 
for they are, in fact, the ſame as thoſe upon 
which we believe the goſpel, That the dead 
ſhall be raiſed, ſummoned to judgment, and 
rewarded or puniſhed according as they have 
done good or evil, are the plain and poſitive 
declarations of Chriſt and his apoſtles. With 
this very conſideration did our Lord comfort 
15 2 xiv- and encourage his diſci ciples; becauſe I live, e 
6 ſhall live alſo. And, in another chapter of M 
* the ſame goſpel, he fout times repeats the de- ty 
| —vi. 39. Claration, that them who believe in him he will 
Wi. raiſe up at the laſt day. In the moſt ſolemn 
[il and endearing manner did he aſſure his diſ- 
iv. 3. ciples, that where he was, there they ſhould be 
1 alſs, Upon his having had ſome converſation 
+ with the cavilling Jews, he expreſſes himſelf 
ö j . 28, thus; mar vel not at this: for the hour 1s coming, 
: | 29. in the which all who are in the graves ſhall hear 

his voice, and ſhall come farth ; ; they who have 
done good, unto the reſurrection of hfe ; and they 
who have done evil, unto the reſurrection of con- 
demnation. Either, therefore, we muſt admit 
83 this 
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; Pthis doctrine as true, or give up Chriſtianity 
as falſe: we muſt either believe that there 


all be a reſurrection, and a recompenſe for 
he righteous; or that Chriſt is an impoſtor, 
and his goſpel a mere deluſion. But J con- 
3 ſider to whom I ſpeak, viz. to judicious 
Chriſtians, who give a firm and cordial aſſent 
1 to theſe grand and capital doctrines of reve- 
3 lation; and therefore J will treſpaſs no far- 
LE upon your time and patience in adducing 
3 more paſſages of ſcripture in ſupport of them; 
but go on, and conſider, a little, What in- 
85 uence the expectation of our receiving a 
crown of righteouſneſs from the Lord, the 
righteous judge, at the laſt great day, ſhould 
| of ave upon us, during our warfare. 


2 


Tu x apoſtle does not confine chis honor | 
I | 1 Soc happineſs to himſelf, nor to the apoſtolic, 
No, nor even to the miniſterial character and of- 
ce; but declares that all ſhall ſhare therein, 
Who are worthily qualified. Many may be ; 
Z Kictorious, 3 in this conteſt, and all be crawaed, , 
lt ſhall not be, here, as it was in the conteſts; , 
W:lceady referred to; for there, one only could x 1. Core ix. 
f receive the prize, Was this the caſe, as to 
che Chriſtian crown, it would be a mighty 


(nay, 


„ 


(nay, I think, I may ſay : an effeFual') diſcou- 
ragement : for who could hope to outvie this 
illuſtrious apoſtle? How inſignificant are our 
labors, how few and trifling our difficulties, 
oy how weak our faith, and how languid our 
8. zeal, when compared with his ! But, though 
1 his crown muſt ſhine much brighter, we ate 
1 inſtructed to hope and believe that none ſhall 


| x. 5 Sag tuous and good. Every man ſhall receive his 
Wn reward according to his own labor. Should 
not this make us diligent and induſtrious 
in our Chriſtian courſe? Indolence and floth 
can win no laurels, | He, who will not 
1 fight, muſt claim no ſhare 1 in the triumpli. 
14 Such as will take no pains to conquer, can- 
not expect to be crowned. Let this conſide- 
ration, therefore, induce us vigoroully to ex- 
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make us laudably ambitious to excel in every 
good quality ; and rouſe and animate us when 
we languiſh. How careful and laborious are 
men in queſt of temporal honor, wealth, or 
pleaſure; What pains will they not take, what 
fatigues will they not undergo, in order to 
be promoted, improve their fortunes, or grati- 


fy ſome darling paſſion? How ſhameful | 


and 


— I — — ©. * 2 
— — . — 5 * 


1 . - 
TT — — — — 
4 — — IH — — — - U P — — 


— 2 — 


me 
— ww = —_— 


be overlooked who have . been ſincerely * vir- - 


ert ourſelves in the cauſe of piety and virtue; 
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Aa fooliſh is it, then, to be indolent, or 
, wee when a crown of glory 


which 
deth not away, treaſures which are liable 


wan to decay nor depredation, and plea- 


res which laſt for evermore, are propound- 


2 to us? And let us always remember, 
* we muſt hold out unto the end. With-- 


3 put this, we forfeit our title to any recom. 


Penſe. We muſt not only begin with ſpirit, 
put perſeyere with reſolution. The nearer 
e draw to our crown, the more ardently 


$ * ould we deſire it, If, in proportion as we 


approach, it grows les in or eſteem, it is a 


e ſign we have neyer rightly uhderſtood'i it's 
value: and, in whatever ſtage we are, 'tis high 
ume to cette our error. Aged Chriſtians, 
eßpecially, ſhould comfort and encourage 
themſelves with the reflection, that they are 
? near being put into poſſeſſion of their crown. 
ö « You haye, hitherto, bravely reſiſted tempta- 
* tions, 


4 «the difficulties refulting from youthful paſ- 


and honourably ſupported your 


A 


Ch riſtian character: You have overcome 


ions, and thoſe attending upon more ma- 


e ture age: and will you now caſt away your Heb. x. 


4x 


confidence, which hath fo great a recompenſe 1 


35 Y. reward? Will you faint, and give up, 
"5-9" of « (to 


63 


4 
t 


feſſion) juſt when you ſhould be crowned? 
Rather regard the growing infirmities of 


& age as ſo many kind intimations that your 
0 


* 


* 


- 


* 


** 


L MUsT not diſmiſs this head without 
obſcrving, that it is a crown of righteouſneſs 
which 1s to be given at the laſt great day: 1. e. 
it ſhall be canferred upon none but ſuch as 


have loved and practiſed righteouſneſs ; or, uni- 


verſal piety and virtue: not upon ſanctimoni- 
ous hypocrites, nor uncharitable zealots; but 


upon thoſe who have ſerved God in ſincerity; 


© (to the great diſparagement of your pro- me 


courſe is well-nigh finiſhed ; and, recollect- 1 
ing that a few conflicts more will place you 3 


with honor before the righteous judge, let L 2 
faith-and patience have their perfect work.“ 1 Þc: 


ent 


] 


and, from a principle of unfeigned benevo- i 


lence, done all the good they were able to 
their fellow creatures: not upon thoſe who 
have been ſuperſtitiouſly pun&ual about the 
mere formalities of religion only; but upon 
ſuch as have felt, and acted under, the power 
thereof: not upon thoſe who have fooliſhly 
relied upon corporal penance, or prieſtly ab- 
ſolution ; but upon ſuch as have been cor- 


dially forry for their lin, and carefully a. 


2 


Wi” 


r pro- hended their ways. In ſhort; nothing can 


vned? entitle to this crown but perſonal worth, real - 


es of  Woodneſs of heart and lite, 


: your | 
llect- 5 4 FRO M what has been advanced upon this 


e you | 1 ubject, (and, indeed, from the very ſubject 
e, let lelf ) the following inferences ſeem — 


ork. » 3 Wcducible : . 


1.) THAT we have great reaſon to be 


— 
** RX "I 


thout 
neſs Whankful for the Chriſtian revelation, It is 
i. e. Wy this alone that life and immortality are 
th as ; drought to light. All that the philoſophers 
uni Mad faid, upon this point, was little better 
oni- Ethan uncertain conjecture, or fictitious ro- 
but 1 mance. The Ehyſium of the heathens ſeems 
ity; Wo more rational than their Theogony. By the 
vo. oſpel we are clearly informed, that we ſhall 
eto Me raiſed from the dead; called to an account 
„ho for our actions here; and, if they have been 
the Weo0d, introduced into a ſtate of unſpeakable 
on happineſs, in which our nobleſt faculties ſhall 
ver be moſt worthily and advantageouſly exerted, 
hly and our pureſt and moſt refined affections 


4 moſt perfectly gratiſied. Such diſcoveries, 
ſurely, are very deſirable; and ought to be 
received with all imaginable gratitude : eſpc- , 
ed 955 | cally 
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Fought a good fight, and continued faithful i 
the laſt. Grace is ſo tar. from ſuperſeding good 


authoriſed to ſay ;—they are the expreſs an 
-theſe : and we muſt [conſtantly aſfirin, (no- 


771. iii 4. zealous Solifidians) thut they uo have believ 


( 32 I 


cially when it is conſidered that he w 3 


ing to us, and conferring upon us, all che 
grace and glory contained in them. 1 15 


2.) T* u E v are much miſtaken, who a 4 « 
ſert, that our future ſtate does not depend up A 
on our preſent conduct. The apoſtle $ ple 
ſing aſſurance, expreſſed in the text, is ground i 
ed upon an inward conſciouſneſs of having be 


works, that it is always urged as à motive to 
them. We do not ſay, that our good work 
merit heaven and eternal life; but this we are 


[neceſſary condition of entering into, and enjoying 
withſtanding the clamor of ignorant and over 


in God, ſhould be careful to maiutain good; worki. 
Let us, therefore, neither neglect, ndr depre 

iate theſe; for by ſo doing we ſhall not 
magnify, but fruſtrate the grace of whe, in the 


4 


Oy” We RY _ laſtly;. 2 tl 
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3.) THAT we have little or no reaſon, 
bk account, to lament the death of our 
if n | * eros friends and acquaintance. On our 
Jt | un, indeed, we may juſtly be concerned. 
m ro be deprieved of their intimate converſationz 
 Whcir kind advice, their affectionate inſtruction, 
and ſeaſonable aſſiſtance, is no ſmall loſs. 
Well may a family be ſenſibly affected when 
7 s head is removed, and it is left deſtitute of 
Thoſe prudent counſels, and endearing offices 
0nd * Ne friendſhip, by which it was wont to be di- 
having Weed, enlivened, and bleſt. This is the ſe- 
ful t 54 creſt trial of Reni ey : and they who labour 
8 £000 nder it claim our tendereſt regards. But, as 
Ootive tc 0 o our departed friends themſelves, what 
1 work; of bround is there for ſorrowing? O, yes! 
$- cries fond and paſſionate grief; for are 
1% ci they not deprived of the light of the ſun, 
enjey! sand ſhut up in the dark and diſmal man- 
, (not ſions of the grave? But let reaſon and 
id. over : aith be heard a little ; and they will tell us, 
believe What this 1 is the place where the wicked ceaſe 
, works. From troubling, and where the weary are at 
r-depre- Weſt ; the ſecure alylum of the oppreſſed; and 
zall not he LECT receptacle of ſuch as were in di- 
d in the reſs. Concerning thoſe, who have fought a pl 
N ain good fight, kept the faith, and finiſhed their 
* courſe, 


( 34 ) — 


courſe, what can we wiſh for, nr deſire? 
Would we have them re-enter upon their war- bs 
fare; engage afreſh in conflicts; and run their 

arduous race over again? Having got ſafe into 
the harbour, would we that they ſhould be 
farther expoſed to ſtorms and ſhipwreck ? 

"Their crown being ſecured, can we deſire they 
ſhould be brought back into ſuch a ſtate as that 
there ſhould be a poſſibility of loſing it! 

Surely, theſe are the ſuggeſtions, not of = 
{on, but of paſſion ; not of friendſhip, but ot 
{clfiſhneſs ; not of faith, but of ſenſe. 
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You all know what induced me, at this 
time, to propound to your conſideration ſome þ 


thoughts upon mortality, or a future” ſtate; 
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viz. the death of my late worthy collegue, 4 
the Reverend Mr RICHARD RoGERSON :* I 
but 1 had a particular reaſon for pitching up- 

on thoſe words of the apoſtle, which. have | 
been the ſubject of the preceding diſcourle ; i 
and that was,—they were frequently in the 
mouth of our deceaſed friend, a few days be- 
fore he died: and I do believe they were 2 
dopted by him with great propriety; and thaif 
in thc integrity of his heart he derived comfor 
and conſolation from them, The general te 
nol 
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4 ( 38 } 
leſire? nor of his converſation did honor to his pro- 
N war- feſſion; being free both from levity and ſtiff- 
a their meſs. He had a lively ſenſe of friendſhip ; and 
fe into was deeply concerned when, in any inſtance, 


11d be he thought it infringed upon, or interrupted, 
He was of a very candid and charitable ſpirit ; 


vreck ! 
re they never forward to judge any; nor did he ever 
as that attempt to impoſe his ſentiments upon o- 
ng it bers : but, at the ſame time, aſſerted and vin- 
of —_ þ dicated the right he had to judge for himſelf, 
but of he ſcriptures he made the rule of his faith, 
to the beſt of his underſtanding ; and chear- 
fully allowed others to do the ſame. The 
at this ] [miniſterial work was his pleaſure ; to the pub- 
n ſome | | lic offices of which he was always ready ; and 
" ſtate; often lamented they were, upon ſome occa- 
llegue, ¶ ſions, fo ſorrily attended. Ye yourſelves are 
k SON: witneſſes, under what growing inſirmities he, 
ing up- A of late, miniſtered amongſt us: chiefly from 
h have the ſtrong deſire he had to be uſeful as long 
courſe; as he could ; but partly, I am convinced, 
in the (which I mention, and will ever remember, 
ays be with gratitude) from a friendly and an " fec- 
tionate concern for me. He uſed frequently 
to expreſs ſome apprehenſion, that he would 
be laid aſide as a broken veſſel; which, though 


he would have ſubmitted to it with Chriſtian 


Fo 


were ii 
nd that 
-omforl 
cral tei 
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| 36 ? 
patience, ' would, 7 am conſident, have. been 
matter of great {Aion (for, to lone of the 
greateſt and beſt of men, the continuance of 
ile has ſeemed defirable only as it might; afford 
them opportunities of being fartfler uſeful“) 
but from this God was pleaſe miereifully to 
deliver him; for, a few wetks after he was con- 
fined by indiſpoſiion, he finiſhed his courle, 


Waris we find, by mul expat 
2 ence, that miniſters are not ſuffered td conti- 
nue, by reaſon'of death; let us rejoice that 
the Lord Jefus Chriſt Raz an unchangeable 
prieſthood, and is ever attetitive to the ſtate of 
his eRurck. Let us not, therefore, give way 


ds any gloomy deſpondency; but as our War- 


fare is not yet ſiniſhed, continue to fight the 


eon night of faith; | and: be: follow erg o 


em, who; thrpugh faith and: parionee, ifſherir 
e phomiles.: „Thus fall we bervufekul in 


| 0 be comfortcd” under the ap prohenifioh 201 


death. and nn aa ut! the ere 
* n. Amen. \ FITC O56 ”, 
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